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PRESS RELEASE

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR 10TH HIGHLANDS & ISLANDS BUSINESS AWARDS

27 July 2009
Entries are being sought from today for the 10th anniversary SCDI Highlands & Islands Annual Dinner and Business Excellence Awards with the message that it has “never been more important” for the region to celebrate and be inspired by its businesses’ successes. 
Opening the nomination process, Joe Moore, SCDI Highlands and Islands Chairman, said: 

“With the economic downturn dominating the headlines, it has never been more important to highlight excellence and look to the future. This event is a unique platform to showcase the wide-ranging achievements of our businesses, and, on its 10th anniversary, our message is that we want to be inspired by your successes as we meet the economic challenges ahead.”

Entries are being sought for the following categories: 

· The Crown Estate Award for Excellence in a Marine Business

· Global Energy Award for Excellence in People Development

· Gordon & MacPhail Award for Excellence in Entrepreneurship 

· HSBC Award for Excellence in International Business

· SEPA Award for Excellence in Environmental Sustainability

· SCDI Highlands and Islands Chairman’s Award for Outstanding Business Achievement

Entry forms are at http://www.scdi.org.uk/e/highlanddinner.html . The closing date is 7 August.

Further awards being presented are the Caledonian MacBrayne Award for Excellence in Tourism and the Highlands and Islands Enterprise Award for Excellence in Research and Innovation. Associate Partners are Diageo, Highland Spring and LifeScan Scotland. 

The awards are being held on Friday 18 September at the Drumossie Hotel in Inverness. Three hundred guests from across the business and economic community are expected. The host is Fred MacAulay and after dinner entertainment will be provided by Sandi Toksvig. 
ENDS

For further information contact Gareth Williams on 07917 103 997
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