22 August 2000

Mr Jack McConnell MSP

Finance Minister

The Scottish Parliament

Parliament Headquarters

George IV Bridge

Edinburgh EH99 1SP

RELOCATION OF PUBLIC SERVICE JOBS

SCDI notes with interest your statement of 6 July 2000 (News Release: SE 1965/2000) and we are in support of the Executive’s policy of dispersal on public service jobs.

Whilst it is clear from the First Minister’s Answer of 15 September 1999 (SW1-01558 Duncan MacNeil MSP) that such criteria as operational effectiveness and costs should apply to any relocation so that the delivery of high quality services is assured, we would encourage the decision-making process in favour of locating throughout Scotland the high-value jobs associated with new or existing Government bodies.  This could considerably enhance a number of local economies.

In particular, we welcome the announcement of the scientific review to investigate the feasibility of locating the scientific work of the Scottish Agricultural Science Agency adjacent to the Scottish Crop Research Institute, near Dundee.  Clearly, this is logical considering the complementary nature of the activities of the two organisations.

We trust the above will be taken into consideration in your impending review.

Yours sincerely

Alan Wilson

cc  John Reid MP, Secretary of State
