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B-1049

Brussels

European Working Time Directive

The Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) is an independent membership network that strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by formulating policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity.  Its members are drawn from businesses, local authorities, trades unions, educational institutions and the voluntary sector.

I am writing to you to express SCDI’s concerns over a possible amendment to the above Directive, currently subject to conciliation between the European Parliament and the European Council, relating to night working.

SCDI is concerned that reducing the permitted night working hours from the 10 hours agreed by the Council of Ministers to eight will result in conflict with other transport policies that are supported by SCDI.  For example, SCDI believes that proper demand management of Scotland’s roads is necessary through various policies to alter patterns of road use.  The objective is to smooth the peaks that cause congestion in towns and cities over each 24-hour cycle.

As SCDI understands the situation, if an eight hour night work limit is introduced, this will shorten overnight trunk runs and require longer distance journeys during the day.  It is also likely to increase significantly the number of vehicles, drivers and depots required to ensure efficient customer service.  This contradicts the aim of reducing lorry movements and congestion during peak periods and throughout the day.  Such inconsistency in policy does not enhance the much sought after joined up approach to government and dilutes the goal of integrated transport policies.

The proposal to restrict hours worked per week to an average of 48 is also a concern.  SCDI believes that such a restrictive average will have serious implications for Scottish hauliers, particularly those located in the north and west of Scotland and in the island communities.  As well as the distances involved due to Scotland’s peripheral location in relation to major UK and European centres of population, there are several other factors that should be considered.  A 48 hour restriction may result in higher wage costs to compensate for reduced time behind the wheel and more complex rostering.  There may also be additional costs associated with a reduction in vehicle utilisation.  Inevitably, these will be passed on to consumers and will affect competitiveness.

Such a negative impact on businesses in Scotland’s peripheral areas is not conducive to social inclusion policies.  Flexibility within the Directive must be allowed so that policy goals do not conflict and are implemented in a fashion appropriate to the local situation. 

I am copying this letter to Scotland’s MEPs, Mr Dirk van Vrecken, DG Energy and Transport, Mr David Tripp, UK Permanent Representation to the EU, Rt Hon Stephen Byers MP, Minister of State for Transport, Local Government and the Regions and Ms Sarah Boyack MSP, Scottish Executive Minister for Transport.

Yours sincerely

Alan Wilson

Chief Executive

