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SCDI responded to last year’s statistical plan and is encouraged to see that some of the points made in its previous submission have been taken forward over the year including the establishment of consultative groups such as the Scottish Economic Statistics Consultative Group on which SCDI has a place.

It is also encouraging to see the Executive’s desire to enhance the role of the internet in disseminating statistical data, including source data, as recommended in SCDI’s submission.  Furthermore the development of Neighbourhood Statistics is a welcome initiative to provide local level data that should aid policy development at a community level across Scotland.

One minor criticism of the current plan is that last year’s Annex A is not reproduced.  This was a useful reference point and it would have been helpful had this been included again this year.

Consultation

SCDI’s involvement in the Scottish Economic Statistics Consultative Group (SESCG) has been helpful in allowing an increased awareness of the issues involved in producing and disseminating Scottish economic statistics and it is hoped that this dialogue has aided the Executive’s appreciation of the needs of non-governmental data users and providers in regard to the type of indicators required.  It is to be hoped that the new arrangements that are to be put in place for user and provider involvement will enhance this situation.  SCDI has already submitted its views on the new arrangements via SESCG and hopes to continue to play a full part in advising the Executive on its economic statistics programme.

New Indicators

SCDI is aware of the Executive’s willingness to develop new indicators as resources allow.  The identification of “priority areas” during discussions of the SESCG has aided the selection of possible new data streams.  However, limited resources are still restricting the ability of Executive statisticians develop new indicators that would be useful to Scottish policy making.  Additional resources from the Executive in terms of staffing and possibly data collection to support its own statisticians would be welcomed by SCDI.  A main priority continues to be the development of a Gross National Product estimate for Scotland.

On a more disaggregated level, there is a requirement to rebalance the work that is carried out on certain sectors of the economy.  For example, as the importance of the service sector to the Scottish economy has grown there has not been a parallel development of detailed, disaggregated data on the sector by the Executive.  This requires to be addressed perhaps at the expense of other sectors whose significance has declined, such as primary assuming legal, for example EU, requirements allow.  Such decisions need to be taken based on a vision of the range of statistics that are required by a modern, dynamic economy.  The new consultation arrangements referred to above will hopefully supply that opportunity.  Such developments were referred to in “The Way Forward: Framework for Economic Development in Scotland” and a vision could be advanced in more detail through the Statistical Plan.

In order to develop of new statistics, given limited resources, SCDI repeats its plea that, where relevant, additional indicators should complement the work already carried out by other organisations to ensure there is no duplication of resources.

In conclusion, SCDI welcomes the continuing production of a statistical plan and is pleased to continue working in partnership with the Executive, whenever possible, to provide Scotland with the appropriate data on which informed policy decisions can be made.

I hope you find these views useful.

Yours sincerely

Iain D Duff

Economist
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