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EDUCATION AND ENTERPRISE

As you know, for many years SCDI has taken a strong interest in education for work and enterprise.  As well as its public policy advice to Ministers, this has involved practical work with schools, teachers and pupils to promote enterprise education.  For example, SCDI’s Schools Enterprise Project, initiated in 1990 through the Primary Pilot, was delivered during 1991-93 and resulted in 3,000 primary school teachers undergoing in-service training and undertaking enterprise projects with their pupils, in partnership with local businesses.

Teachers have an important role to play in encouraging an interest in enterprise among young people.  This is particularly true of school guidance staff and senior teachers, who set the agenda for their schools.  A policy proposal that has been discussed several times by SCDI’s Executive Committee in recent years is making the promotion of teachers conditional on having spent a short period of time on secondment, either to the private sector, a voluntary group, or other external organisation.  As with the Executive’s own programme of seconding staff to outside organisations, the concept is that teachers would gain a better understanding of the skills that their pupils need if they are to be successful beyond school.  

Clearly, such a proposal would have significant resource implications, and it might be workable only for those who aspire to be Head Teachers.  Nevertheless, we believe that it is an idea worthy of further consideration and discussion to determine whether it could form part of the reforms to the education system that will take place in the context of the national debate on education.

I would welcome your thoughts.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Wilson

Chief Executive
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