
15 May 2002

Iain Gray MSP

Minister for Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning

Scottish Executive

Meridian Court

5 Cadogan Street

Glasgow

G2 6AT

Currently I Chair the SCDI North East Committee, which held its latest quarterly meeting last night. There were a number of issues discussed which have, or are likely to have, a major impact on the North East of Scotland and beyond. I would like to request a short meeting during the Parliament’s visit to Aberdeen so that a small delegation from the Committee can discuss some of these important issues with you. I appreciate you will have a hectic schedule but I will ask the SCDI’s North East Manager to make contact with your office to determine whether this may be possible.

For information the three principal issues we would wish to discuss are as follows:

1. The proposed Energy Institute or Centre of Excellence. SCDI views Aberdeen as the logical location for this body and would be pleased to elaborate on our thinking.

2. The transport infrastructure issues around the city/region. SCDI is broadly supportive of the work being carried out by NESTRANS and our members have strong views on this topic. In particular the national dimension to the issue.

3. Though not a devolved issue, the recent changes proposed in the Chancellor’s budget speech in relation to the oil tax regime have major implications for the economy of the North East and indeed Scotland. Again we have strong views on this issue which we would welcome the opportunity to share.

Yours sincerely

Professor Bill Stevely

Chairman – SCDI North East Committee

