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ECONOMIC MIGRATION AND THE “FRESH TALENT” INITIATIVE

For some years, SCDI has been concerned about the long-term, adverse economic impact that Scotland’s ageing and shrinking population will have on its economy.  I am pleased to see that the issue is now being raised in the political debate and I welcome your own personal commitment to act through activities such as the proposed “Fresh Talent” initiative.
SCDI’s Policy Agenda, published at the beginning of this year, along with many other manifestos, included the following recommendation:

“A Scottish Centre for Economic Migration Studies (SCEMS) should be created.  Action is needed to ensure Scotland retains population and attracts skilled economic migrants to build a cosmopolitan workforce and a modern, dynamic economy.  SCDI supports legislative action against sectarianism and racism in Scotland.”
My policy colleagues were pleased to meet your officials to discuss what the “Fresh Talent” initiative could usefully set out to achieve, and SCDI remains willing to help with the further development of that concept.  However, I believe that the SCEMS proposal set out above should also be explored by the Executive.

SCDI has already taken informal soundings in the academic and business communities, and reaction so far has been extremely positive.  There is a feeling that such a body could make an important contribution towards a better understanding of how economic migration could and should benefit our economy.  And we need to explore policy measures that could bring this about.

I would welcome your views on this proposal.

With best wishes.
Alan Wilson

