April 2005
Mr George Black

Chief Executive

Glasgow City Council

Room 84

40 Cochrane Street

GLASGOW 

G2 1DU

PROPOSED PARKING CONTROLS – WEST OF CITY CENTRE
I am writing on behalf of the Scottish Council for Development and Industry to lodge our strong objections to the proposed Traffic Management Order applying to several districts in the West of City Centre area.  SCDI is an independent, membership-led organisation with a presence in the Park area of Glasgow. We have a number of members located in the affected areas, who have raised with us their concerns about the potential impact of the Council’s plans on their business operations.
SCDI does not consider that the business community has been properly consulted on this issue, in advance of such a major change. We are led to understand that the proposals have been initiated by a number of complaints, primarily from residents, and that the premise for the scheme is underpinned by a traffic survey which has been undertaken by the Council. SCDI believes the Council should publish the objections and the survey, for the benefit of wider understanding. We believe the underlying premise of the scheme may be flawed and discriminatory, unless there is public evidence to the contrary.
SCDI understands that issues of public safety and illegal parking must be dealt with, and that this should be through enforcement of legal parking. The situation in the Park area has improved significantly since police action to remove illegally parked vehicles.

There are substantial variations in the areas designated for parking controls. While the Woodlands area, between Woodlands Road and Great Western Road, is primarily residential, other areas are overwhelmingly populated by business rather than domestic residents. For example, the Park area is predominantly empty at weekends. Consequently, it appears draconian to propose a parking charges scheme which operates seven days a week from 8.00am to 10.00pm.
Furthermore, the areas affected are not in any way analogous to the City Centre. There is no adequate alternative in long-term parking, there is not 
the same ease of access to public transport services, or access to amenities generally. The impact of the proposals on employers, therefore, is likely to be damaging, not least in the willingness of employees to work in this area.
As the business community represents the most significant investor in this area of Glasgow, and contributes significant rates to the city, SCDI believes that business concerns should receive a much fairer hearing in this instance.

We would request:

1) that businesses with an address in the affected areas should have access to a business permits scheme, and that this should not be restricted to residents;

2) the long-term bays designated for Park Circus should be extended to other streets where businesses are predominant- eg Park Circus Place, Lynedoch, Woodside, Sauchiehall Street;

3) in the interests of transparency, we would expect all responses to the statutory consultation to be published, for example on the Council’s website.

In summary, SCDI believes these proposals will be damaging to the operational efficiency of businesses and must therefore be re-considered.

Your sincerely,

Iain McTaggart

General Manager







