
28 August 2006
Councillor Scott Cassie

Planning Committee Convener

Aberdeen City Council

Town House

Broad Street

Aberdeen

AB10 1FY
Dear 
ABERDEEN AIRPORT RUNWAY 
EXTENSION PLANNING APPLICATION

I write in support of Aberdeen Airport's planning application for a 300 metre extension to its runway.

It is clear that the Airport, as well as being economically significant in its own right, is of major benefit to the Aberdeen City/Region in efforts to sustain and grow economic activity and employment in the area. As the economy here in the North East begins to diversify and seeks to augment its strengths in the oil industry by broadening out the economic base into renewables, software development, tourism and value added food processing, it is vital that in transport terms we are as accessible as we can be to facilitate investment into the region. Equally vital is the ability for our business community to have access to as wide a range of potential markets as possible from Aberdeen. 

Now that the findings of an independent environmental impact assessment have been submitted to Aberdeen City Council, it seems clear that a longer runway at Aberdeen would bring environmental and economic benefits to the region, as well as providing a greater range of flights and destinations to people living in the North of Scotland. As the environmental study has detailed, a longer runway will allow airlines to use more environmentally-friendly aircraft.  Airlines across the world are using new technology to introduce larger, more fuel-efficient aircraft that are quieter and create less impact on the environment than existing fleets. Under the current runway length restrictions, there is the real risk that Aberdeen will miss out on the benefits of these new aircraft.

When considering the possible benefits of 24 hour opening it was SCDI’s view that this would in due course, bring economic and employment benefits 

to the North East. I think the success of 24 hour opening in the past two years clearly indicates that this has been the case and that it has indeed sent an extremely positive signal to potential investors that the North East and its people are adopting a proactive and “keen to do business” approach. It is our view that the runway extension scheme offers many similar potential benefits to the region.
I trust that you and your officials will take note of the opinions of SCDI and its members when formulating your recommendations to Council.

Regards
Ian Armstrong

Manager - North East Scotland
cc Councillor Kate Dean, Abigail Tierney and Margaret Bochel 

