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Dear 
TRUMP INTERNATIONAL GOLF DEVELOPMENT
The above proposals were discussed recently at SCDI’s latest North East Committee meeting. As Chairman of the Committee I am writing in advance of Aberdeenshire Council’s first planning hearing to put on record SCDI’s strong support for the Trump proposals.
It is clear that the chosen location for this scheme is a site of outstanding beauty and also environmental sensitivity. Such sites are to be cherished and, where possible, protected from insensitive development. On the other hand the economic potential which can be gained from this development and the international profile which it will generate for the North East of Scotland are also significant. As ever, you the Planners and our elected representatives have to weigh these, often competing, interests up and reach a considered conclusion on this application. 
After our own period of consideration SCDI believes that the long term economic impact of this development must take precedence over the remaining environmental concerns which objectors believe have not been addressed by the Trump project team. It is our oft stated contention that diversification of the North east economy over the next 10-15 years is vital and that we should achieve much of this economic diversification when the oil sector remains particularly strong. Diversification against a backcloth of success is much easier and much less painful than when attempted in an environment of decline.
Clearly the tourism sector is one that offers much potential for the region but we are not in the mass market game. We have to build our tourist industry at the top end of the quality spectrum and offer exceptional experiences for our visitor target market. The reputation of Trump golf projects around the world is such, that the location of such a facility here in the North east will undoubtedly send out a very strong message globally about this region, what we stand for and what we can offer as a visitor destination. SCDI is 

convinced it will act as a catalyst for attracting further investment in the region, not only in tourism but also in other sectors.

There will of course be many short term gains if the project goes ahead in terms of construction jobs and other employment opportunities. However, these, whilst not unimportant, do not represent a strong enough case for this project to proceed given the sensitivity of the site. In our view it is the long term economic impact of the development that is a much more compelling argument both in terms of direct employment related to the project but also the indirect investment which we believe can be attracted to the North east on the back of the Trump scheme.
This project is of course one that comes with risk. SCDI understands the environmental concerns and also the concerns in some quarters over the housing development aspects of the site. Nonetheless, the scale of this planned investment is one that promises such a major economic boost to the region that we would urge Aberdeenshire Council to grant approval and deliver for both Scotland and the North East a truly world class project.
Yours sincerely
Duncan Skinner
Chairman - SCDI North East Committee
