18 October 2007
Mr Liam Byrne MP

Minister of State (Borders and Immigration)

Home Office
2 Marsham Street
London SW1P 4DF
The Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) is an independent economic development organisation that strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity.  Its membership is drawn from Scottish business, trades unions, public agencies, educational institutions, local authorities, and the voluntary sector.

I am writing on behalf of our members, with regard to Tier 1 of the points based migration system, which we understand will be introduced early in 2008.

We accept that this will subsume the Fresh Talent: Working in Scotland Scheme (FT:WISS), but we are concerned that the eligibility criteria for Tier 1 may be restricted to foreign nationals with at least an Upper-Second Class Honours degree.

As you will be aware, FT:WISS currently allows graduates with an HND or Ordinary degree to stay on and live and work in Scotland for up to two years without the need for a work permit.  This has given Scotland’s universities and colleges a powerful marketing tool to attract foreign students, and has increased the pool of skilled graduates available to Scotland’s employers.  Indeed, it is exactly these technical skills that employers report most hard to find according to research by Scottish Enterprise

Whilst the overall numbers excluded by the proposed criteria are fairly small, with Scotland’s projected population decline, ageing population, and record levels of economic activity, it is essential that we attract more – not fewer – skilled people to stay and work in Scotland.

We therefore hope that you will re-consider the rules on eligibility for Tier 1 and consider building more flexibility into the national scheme, or allowing Scotland to continue with the current criteria for FT:WISS.
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I have copied this letter to Linda Fabiani MSP, Minister for Europe and External Affairs, Scottish Government and Des Browne, Secretary of State for Scotland.

Yours sincerely,
Alan Wilson
Chief Executive
alan.wilson@scdi.org.uk
