26 October 2007
Stewart Maxwell MSP
Minister for Communities and Sport

Scottish Government
Regent Road

Edinburgh 
EH1 3DG

SCDI is an independent membership network which strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity. It has offices and staff in Inverness, Aberdeen, Glasgow and Edinburgh.

I am writing with regard to the ongoing review of sportscotland, and the SNP’s manifesto commitment to abolish this agency.  While there is general agreement that government in Scotland can do more to increase participation and excellence in sport, SCDI has a number of concerns about the repercussions of abolition of a body with such a range of expertise and interest.

Firstly, Scotland has a short time in which to prepare athletes for the 2012 Olympics and 2014 Commonwealth Games and any disruption to sports development and funding support at this time could affect Scottish athletes’ achievements at these major sporting events.
Secondly, abolition of sportscotland could lead to a loss of lottery funding or to the creation of a new, alternative funding vehicle.  This would require individual sports bodies to apply to the Lottery and government separately.
Thirdly, it is clear that national sports development needs strong co-ordination and oversight with the wide range of bodies that are involved in its delivery.  In our view, sportscotland has the capability and expertise to deliver this.
I understand that Ministers have concerns about the cluttered landscape of public bodies involved in sport.  The intention to rationalise is to be welcomed.  However, it would appear more logical to bring some of these bodies together, rather than simply abolishing the national, umbrella, co-ordinating body in this policy area.  Amalgamating bodies would also satisfy Ministers’ demands for greater efficiencies with the sharing of administrative functions.
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Finally, concerns about the accountability of the agency could be allayed with a stronger strategic vision from Ministers, accompanied by a set of clear objectives.

Participation and excellence in sport are crucial to the long-term health and prosperity of the country.  They are also important factors in positioning the image of Scotland in a positive way throughout the world.  I hope that the outcome of your deliberations will result in the reform, modernisation and investment in sportscotland rather than its abolition.

Out of courtesy, I am copying this letter to Julia Bracewell, Chair of sportscotland.
Yours sincerely,
Alan Wilson
Chief Executive
alan.wilson@scdi.org.uk
