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ADDING CAPACITY AT HEATHROW AIRPORT

CONSULTATION DOCUMENT
Introduction

1.
The Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI) is an independent membership network that strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by influencing Government policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity.  Its membership includes business, trades unions, local authorities, educational institutions, the voluntary sector and significant players in the Scottish transport and tourism sectors.  SCDI has been closely involved with the establishment, development and improvement of air services for many years.  Indeed the development of air services was one of SCDI’s objectives in its original prospectus over 75 years ago.

2.
The provision of a good airport infrastructure and direct air links to other centres of economic activity are vitally important to the development and competitiveness of any economy.  Given its geographic position, this applies especially to Scotland.  The existence of a network of air services that meets the needs of Scotland’s economy is crucial for future economic growth and can help to attract inward investment.

3.
SCDI submitted extensive submissions to the consultation on the Future of Air Transport White Paper in 2002 which included comments on access to Heathrow and other London Airports and welcomes this opportunity to input further views to this consultation on Adding Capacity at Heathrow Airport.

4.
Although it has always been SCDI policy to fully support and encourage the development of commercially viable direct flights from Scotland, given the limited size of the Scottish market, it has been accepted that it would be challenging to provide a comprehensive range of international services.

5.
Other restraining factors have been the size of aircraft used and unappealing scheduling of flights offered.  Interlining with major hub airports, such as London Heathrow, will always attract a proportion of those who travel abroad from Scotland, even when there are alternative direct services, and is thus of considerable importance to Scottish air transport.  Interlining has enabled services to be provided that would not sustain a direct connection due to lack of critical mass and demand.  Business travellers often require the sort of flexibility and high frequency of service that hub airports can offer.

6.
Some parts of Scotland are very well served in the number of flights to and from London and Heathrow.  There is a considerable market demand for flights on these routes and they are profitable.  Evidence suggests that this is both for access to London itself and the important worldwide connections that are served from the main London airports.

7.
However, increasing pressure due to lack of capacity at Heathrow is having a detrimental impact on Scottish connections.  This takes the form of delays as aircraft are stacked awaiting permission to land – this also has environmental impacts, disruption and cancellation of flights caused by even minor weather events as no spare slots are available to accommodate delayed aircraft and the gradual exclusion of domestic flights to allow access to more profitable international flights.  With the introduction of the EU-USA “open skies” agreement, there is likely to be a further increase in international flights, the slots for which will be taken from those used for existing, less lucrative, domestic or short haul services.
8.
Therefore, it is essential that airport capacity at Heathrow should be allowed to increase to accommodate increasing demand and the needs of the UK regions.  In this regard, the opening of T5 at Heathrow in March will be extremely welcome.  However, this is not enough as it will do nothing to ease runway capacity.  In order to address this increased pressure to exclude domestic and short haul flights to Heathrow, SCDI believes that it will be necessary to introduce mixed mode operating on existing runways to increase capacity to 480,000 and then 540,000 air transport movements (ATMs) by 2015/16 and to construct a new third runway to take ATMs to 702,000 by 2030 as proposed by the consultation document.
9.
Although the consultation gives the Government’s support for mixed mode operations and a third runway at Heathrow, SCDI is surprised that it does not take any cognisance of how the extra capacity provided would be utilised.

10.
The questions focus, in the main, on whether consultees consider that the change in operations and new runway can be provided without contravening environmental and safety restrictions and other government policies and objectives.  This is insufficient.
11.
Although these issues are important, SCDI feels the consultation should also focus on how any extra capacity would be utilised to ensure Heathrow Airport can continue to provide benefits for the whole of the UK, in particular, to ensure the regions and nations of the UK can maintain access to Heathrow and the wide range of international destinations that are available from it.
12.
Unfortunately, as the consultation document makes clear, even the expansion proposed will only accommodate 70% of the demand forecast for 2030.  To ensure, that there continues to be access to Heathrow for short haul and domestic flights, SCDI believes that, either as part of the planning conditions or traffic regulations for the expansion, a proportion of the increased number of slots that the proposed initiatives would provide should be ring-fenced for flights from the main Scottish and English regional airports as well Eire.  In its response to the Air Transport White Paper, SCDI had recommended that any third runway should be designated as a British Isles runway to prioritise and handle domestic flights.  This was logical given the then proposed length of the third runway at 2000m.  However, the altered proposal in this current consultation for a runway of 2200m to be constructed suggests that the new runway will allow greater flexibility and accommodate larger planes for long haul flights.  Although SCDI does not disagree with this alteration, it does mean that ring-fencing some slots for shorter haul and domestic services will be required to ensure the extra capacity is not fully utilised by yet more long haul flights.
13.
The only response SCDI feels it is appropriate to make to a specific question in the consultation is Question One.
Question 1: Do you agree or disagree with the proposal that a third runway at Heathrow, if built, should be supported by associated passenger terminal facilities?  What are your reasons?  Are there significant considerations you believe need to be taken into account?  If so, what are they?
  14.
Transfer passengers to and from Scotland require good terminal facilities at Heathrow to ensure an efficient journey.  If problems or delays are encountered leading to a perception that travel to and from Scotland is difficult this could have a negative impact on future investment from both indigenous and new companies.  Therefore, SCDI would recommend that a new third runway is properly serviced by new, additional passenger terminal facilities.

Alternative surface transport links to London

15.
SCDI believes that alternative transport links, in particular high quality rail links, are complementary, and if travelling point-to-point, may be superior, to direct air links to London from some Scottish destinations.  However, it is important that the travelling public has a choice of high quality modes that can be utilised to suit individual personal or business circumstances.  This choice also includes bus and coach operations that can provide quality direct links to and from many UK airports.  Alternative links should increasingly be seen as the automatic mode to access London the closer to London one is situated, but from many parts of Scotland this is not a realistic option.  Reducing the number of flights that access London Heathrow from more southerly airports would also help to free up slots for domestic flights from further afield.
16.
Furthermore, it must be ensured that Scottish rail services have efficient links to the Channel Tunnel thereby enabling European destinations to be accessed by rail as well as air.
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