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SCDI TRADE VISIT TO

SHANGHAI AND HONG KONG
23 – 27 MARCH 2009
Financial assistance package: £750
Cut off for applications: Friday 19 December 2008
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THE MARKET
China is undoubtedly one of the most exciting economies in the world. GDP growth figures have averaged around nine percent since the mid-nineties – with 2007 growth rates estimated at 10.4%. In 2006 total exports were worth £4.7bn - an increase of 13 percent over 2005. This makes China the UK’s 16th largest export market.
For many companies, China can seem alien and a difficult place to do business. Our trade visit provides an excellent vehicle to tap into this market, utilising the various resources set up to assist Scottish businesses in market including the China-Britain Business Council and Scottish Development International’s China offices. As China’s economy continues to grow the demand for energy reseources, infrastructure, technology, and goods and services is growing exponentially. 
Hong Kong remains one of the UK’s closest trading partners. It is a dynamic and accessible market in its own right offering opportunities in education and skills, ICT, construction, financial services, environment, creative industries, and science and technology. Hong Kong also serves as the gateway into mainland Southern China.
This visit will be SCDI’s 11th visit to China and its 41st to Hong Kong.
THE VISIT
The trade visit will be based in Shanghai from Monday 23 March through to the morning of Wednesday 25 March. Companies then have the option of traveling to Hong Kong, remaining in Shanghai or traveling elsewhere in China.  A financial assistance package of £750 is available to participating organisations. To qualify for this, participants must arrive in the market to attend the briefing meeting on Monday 23 March in Shanghai which will be held at approx 9am at the Equatorial Hotel, attend an evening reception on Monday 23 and remain in the market until close of business on Friday 27 March. In addition, all companies will be asked to submit a short visit questionnaire after your visit. The financial package is available to for SMEs that are new exporters to this market, to companies that have no previous exports to the market within 12 months, to companies whose turnover from exports is less than 25% of total turnover, and who do not have existing representation in the market.  This funding is provided by UK Trade & Investment via Scottish Development International.
Flexibility is the key on an SCDI trade visit.  The briefing meeting and reception are the only two group meetings that you must attend.  You are entirely free to pursue your own business objectives and include your visit in a wider itinerary if you wish.  Preliminary market research, appointing an agent, researching possible joint ventures, visiting existing customers – these are all valid reasons for participation for manufacturing and service companies alike.

MARKETING ASSISTANCE

A wide range of chargeable export support services is available through Scottish Development International/UK Trade & Investment.  Please detail in full the assistance you require on your application form and further information will be forwarded to you upon receipt of your application.

TRAVEL AND ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation has been reserved at the Shanghai Equatorial Hotel, which is ideally located at the junction of Huashan Road and Yanan Road West in the heart of Shanghai’s business district. This hotel has been used successfully on our last 4 visits to Shanghai. A competitive rate of 1300 RMB (circa £123 15%) has been arranged for an Equator Club Deluxe Single Room / 1380 RMB for a double.  This rate allows access to the Equator Club Lounge and includes daily breakfast, complimentary tea, coffee and soft drinks throughout the day and evening cocktails. 

Accommodation in Hong Kong has been reserved at the Royal Pacific Hotel on Kowloon side in the heart of the Tsim Sha Tsui business and entertainment hub. A rate of 1,679 HKD incl breakfast (£140 per night) has been agreed however this rate will rise if you plan to stay over the weekend due to the Hong Kong Rugby 7s taking place during our visit. 
We strongly advise you to stay at the group hotels in order to maximize group networking
FURTHER INFORMATION 

If you have any queries regarding this visit, please contact Jane Gotts, International Trade Manager on 0141 352 8549 or e-mail jane.gotts@scdi.org.uk
The following websites contain useful information on the market:

https://www.uktradeinvest.gov.uk/ukti/appmanager/ukti/countries?_nfls=false&_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=CountryType1&navigationPageId=/china
http://www.economist.com/countries/China/
www.cbbc.org
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/country_profiles/1287798.stm
www.hsbc.com
HOW TO APPLY

The cut-off date for applications is Friday 19 December 2008.  If you intend applying, please complete the form below and an application will be sent to you.  If you will not be applying, it would be greatly appreciated if you would indicate this to avoid us troubling you with unnecessary chase up calls.
Late applications may be accepted but will not qualify for the grant of £750 or commercial assistance.  Please note that we are unable to confirm places on the visit or eligibility for the financial assistance until a few days after the cut off date.
Please note that there is no administration charge for participating on this visit.

Please complete the following and fax back to: Jane Gotts on 0141 333 0039 or email jane.gotts@scdi.org.uk
















         


Please tick

	Yes, I intend to apply for SCDI’s Trade Visit to Shanghai/Hong Kong 
	

	
	

	Please send me an application (NB: application forms to be returned by 19 December 2008)
	

	
	

	No, I will not be applying for SCDI’s Trade Visit to China
	

	
	

	Please send me further information on membership of SCDI
	

	
	

	Please send me further information on the following SCDI Trade Visit:
	

	Poland
12 – 15 May 2009
	


Name 

_____________________________
Position
_____________________________
Company
_______________________________________________________________________
Address 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________
Post Code
_____________________________
Telephone
 _____________________________
Fax

_____________________________
Email

 _____________________________
Website
_____________________________






