Glasgow companies target New York 

11 May 2010

More than 20 firms from Glasgow are taking part in the city's biggest trade visit to the US.
America remains Scotland's biggest export market and is worth £3.1bn per year. 

This latest mission is designed to help companies identify new customers and win new business. 

Jane Gotts, from the Scottish Council for Development and Industry (SCDI), leading the visit, said there were "significant opportunities" for firms. 

Creative hopes
Speaking from New York she said: "It's about finding the right people on the ground to do your work on your behalf. It's about knowing the market, knowing what your product is and knowing how you differentiate from your competitors." 

The graphic communications business Keywest is one of the 21 firms taking part in the visit. 

The company's managing director Raymond MacHugh said: "We're here to find out what opportunities there are within the creative sector." 

He added : "We genuinely believe we can come over here and create job opportunities for our company back in Scotland and possibly at a later stage even set up an office in the New York area." 

The economic development body, the SCDI, has taken over 5,000 Scottish companies on 350 trips to overseas markets in its 50 years of international activity. 
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