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SCDI is an independent and inclusive economic development network which seeks to influence and 
inspire government and key stakeholders with our ambitious vision to create shared sustainable 
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Introduction 
 
1. The Scottish Council for Development & Industry (SCDI) is an independent 

membership network that strengthens Scotland’s competitiveness by influencing 
Government policies to encourage sustainable economic prosperity. SCDI’s 
membership includes businesses, trade unions, local authorities, educational 
institutions, the voluntary sector and faith groups.  
 

2. The issues around island renewables have been an important area for SCDI and 
one we have been engaged in over the years, with recent responses to both the 
2016 consultation on the treatment of non-mainland GB onshore wind Projects, and 
on the 2013 consultation on Island Renewables. 

 

3. We welcome the decision to allow onshore wind projects on remote islands to bid in 
the next round of Contracts for Difference (CfD) and believe that these projects can 
contribution both to the decarbonisation of our energy supply and also our energy 
security. 

 

4. Whilst the unemployment rate for each of the island groups is currently below the 
Scottish average, they all face a projected decline in people of working age, 
highlighting the need to look at developments that can support long term 
employment to help address that decline. Whilst the Northern Isles currently benefit 
from oil and gas production, it’s important to look ahead as that sector matures to 
ensure that new opportunities are being delivered that can capitalise on the 
resources of these islands.  

 

5. Renewable energy development will strengthen the economies of these island 
communities, improve their economic resilience, and create additional well-paying 
employment in the construction and operational phases. They will also benefit from 
many of communities having a stake in the schemes being proposed, and 
community benefit being received. 

 

 
The government welcomes views on whether the proposed approach is an 
effective means of supporting onshore wind on remote islands. 
 
6. We welcome the decision to allow remote island onshore wind projects to compete 

for CfD’s and believe projects can have a lasting positive impact on the economies 
of the islands and in helping to decarbonise the UK’s energy supply. 

 
7. The costs associated with island grid access are much higher than those faced by 

mainland developments given the costs of the island interconnectors, this presents 
a significant cost barrier. It’s important that the wider benefits of extending and 
enhancing the national grid and our energy security are taken on board and that the 
long term benefits of harnessing renewable energy in these locations is considered. 
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8. As had been recognised in previous consultations on additional support for Scottish 
island renewables, additional support should be offered by way of a different strike 
price, recognising the additional costs and risks associated with island generation. 

 

9. We welcome the recommendation by Highlands and Islands Enterprise for a 
minimum of 400MW for Remote Island Wind in future allocation rounds to underpin 
the needs case for projects and ensure their delivery. 

 

 
 
The government welcomes views on whether the proposed definition is a suitable 
definition of those wind generation projects located on islands which should be 
distinguished from onshore wind, and in particular on what evidence prospective 
generators should be asked to supply in order to demonstrate that they have the 
required characteristics. 
 
10. We believe the definition is suitable although share the concerns expressed by 

others over the mismatch between the requirement for an island to be at least 10km 
from the mainland, but to have 20km of subsea cabling and would welcome 
clarification on this reasoning. 
 

11. A definitive list of included islands may help to provide additional certainty over 
which islands meet the requirements. 

 
 
The government welcomes views on how local communities, developers and 
other stakeholders can work together to ensure that these remote island wind 
projects will deliver lasting benefits to the islands 
 
12. SCDI recognises that there has been considerable engagement between 

communities and those with consented onshore wind projects on our remote islands 
which offer significant benefits packages. 
 

13. In addition to agreed benefits packages it’s important to recognise the positive 
economic impact of the construction and operation of these projects. Research has 
shown construction and operation of renewable generation across the Scottish 
Islands could generate up to £83 million per annum during the peak development 
phase1. 

 

14. We believe it’s vital that communities and developers can reach agreements that 
provide the right benefits to meet the long term aspirations of their areas and that 
different models may be needed. As such we don’t believe a prescriptive criteria 
would be helpful. 

 
 

                                                 
1 Baringa, Economic Opportunities of Renewable Energy for Scottish Island Communities, March 2016 
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More Information 
 
SCDI would like to continue to engage on this issue and if you require more information 
on this response, or to discuss this consultation in more detail, please contact Fraser 
Grieve, SCDI Highlands & Islands Director on fraser.grieve@scdi.org.uk or 01463 
231878. 
 
Scottish Council for Development and Industry 
 
March 2018 
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