Scottish Council for Development and Industry

During the Pandemic
Benny Higgins, Chair of the
Advisory Group on
Economic Recovery, met
ourmembersonline

Collaborating
to compete

SCDI wants Scotland to be a world-leading
economy, one which benefits its people and the
planet. Member organisations share that vision
and work with us to build a better Scotland.
Together we work to strengthen Scotland’s
economic competitiveness so that Scotland
can plays its part on the global stage. We’re
skilled at identifying opportunities and rising
to societal and commercial challenges.
We are big thinkers too, taking learning
from around the world to inspire innovation
and new ideas. SCDI acts as a catalyst for
change, disrupting outmoded approaches and
stimulating new ways of thinking and doing.
SCDI is a unique not-for-profit organisation and
we have been working across Scotland since
1931. Our independence from Government
and any one sector provides a platform from
which we are able to influence policy and
legislation at the very highest level.
Our national and regional set up provides us with
a deep understanding of issues facing Scotland as
a whole, but also of specific sectors and regions.

Q and A with Sally Magnusson and
Lord Malcolm Offord, Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State

WHO
WE
ARE

SCDI is a unique coalition of interests which unites
public, private and civil society under a single banner.
Members come from all sectors and industries, and all
parts of Scotland. They include global corporates and
SMEs, local authorities, public bodies, colleges
and universities, cultural institutions, charities and social
enterprises, trade unions, trade and professional bodies.
Our strength lies in our diversity.
Our members are leaders in their field. Their expertise
ensures SCDI is a trusted voice and a powerful ally. Our
broad convening power means economic, social and
environmental perspectives inform our collective
positions.

"I do want to recognise the enormous
contribution over 90 years that SCDI has
made to the formulation of thought about
the agenda facing the people of Scotland
and the challenges that we face. "

Deputy First Minister,
John Swinney, speaking at the SCDI
Forum November 2021

YOUR BENEFITS
POLICY &
INFLUENCE

Shape thinking on
the big issues for
Scotland
Support to shape
and co-create
solutions
Amplify your voice
and increase your
impact

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
&
NETWORKING

Access a rich
network of public,
private and third
sector leaders
With a compelling
and topical events
programme

• A rich and varied programme of activity
• High level of policy influence
• Learn from the best

POSITION &
PROFILE

MARKET &
BUSINESS
INTELLIGENCE

Connect, inspire
and influence

Understand
policy direction

Position as a
thought leader

Learn from different
industries & sectors

Connect with and
communicate to influencers

Stay informed

Inspire the next
generation to your
organisation

Key trends and opportunities
Learn from different
sectors and industries

"The opportunity to learn from the best in
class gives our business the best chance of being
more productive and profitable”
Martin Armstrong
Group Chief Executive, Wheatley Group

“Being part of SCDI allows the Council to take in
part in some really informative and useful
discussions and not just about the economy but
about communities, inequalities and society more
generally. I’ve been impressed by their high level
of influence and thought leadership.”
Caroline Innes, Deputy Chief Executive, East Renfrewshire
Council

WHAT
WE
DO

Join SCDI to
collaborate with a
powerful network of
large employers and
SMEs, local authorities,
public bodies, colleges
and universities,
cultural institutions,
charities and social
enterprises, trade
unions, trade and
professional bodies.

“Being a member of SCDI sends a
message about our commitment to
building a better Scotland. We can
represent our views as part of the real
estate sector through other channels,
but SCDI enables us to engage with the
widest possible range of stakeholders
and gives a platform for our business to
contribute to the wider Scottish society.”
Douglas Smith
Chairman, Scotland, CBRE
“SCDI creates a safe space for us to
discuss and debate our business
strategy, as well as connect to new
partners and opportunities.”
Frank Quinn, Founder & CEO, QIoT
“Membership of SCDI has been invaluable
both for my personal professional
development but also for our organisation
as a whole. Coming to Forum gives me the
chance to see the bigger picture and to
think about how my organisation can do
things differently to be the best we can be”
Wendy Pring,
Founder & CEO, The Way Forward
Sharon White, Chair, John Lewis Partnership
in conversation with Simon Roddy, Senior Vice
President and Upstream Director, Shell UK November 2021

THOUGHT
LEADERSHIP
We inspire and effect
change.
Our research and policy
is listened to and acted
upon at the highest level.
We work across industries and sectors to reflect
the realities facing members from Lerwick to
Lockerbie.
SCDI brings credible and inspirational voices
together to build a shared vision shaped by
objective, real-world analysis of the issues facing
Scotland’s economy.
We galvanise collaboration. Partnering
with us on new research or as part of a
thematic leadership group offers unparalleled
opportunities to shape policy and strategy.

SCDI’s carefully curated Scotland-wide programme of
events reflects innovative thinking and best practice
in economic development from around the world.
Our business breakfasts, influencers dinners and policy
seminars events attract top people from government
and industry where you and your team will benefit
from professional development and learning
opportunities.
With our events we create a unique space, where
members from all sectors can meet decision makers
to identify opportunities, influence policy, learn new
things and build important connections.

Dr Linda Yueh, Economist, Writer
and Broadcaster takes questions
at an SCDI Dinner in 2021

PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

"I have been able to connect
with like-minded people, focus
on my professional
development and help my
clients. "
Jacqueline McGregor,
CEO JM Potential

SCDI’s popular Productivity Clubs offer access to a learning
ecosystem which will help your organisation deliver more, better.
Our clubs provide valuable learning opportunities about managing
organisational change and offer you a chance to showcase your
own innovative business practices.

"The Productivity Club lived up
to its name. I have been inspired
about how to improve my own
organisation and have made
partnerships that have
developed our business."
Euan Cameron,
CEO Cohesion

Ivan McKee MSP, Minister for Trade,
Investment and Innovation, joins in the peer to
peer conversation at the club launch

INSPIRING
THE NEXT
GENERATION

NEW!

NEW!

17

Ensuring we have enough people with
Science, Technology, Engineering and
Maths (STEM) skills is critical to
Scotland’s economic success. Our
Young Engineering and Science
Clubs team work with SCDI members
and pupils and schools right across
Scotland to give young people an
insight into the world of work and to
plug the STEM skills gap.

What’s included

• consultation/calls for
evidence responses
• focus groups,
member surveys and
interviews
• policy reports
• leadership groups
• regional,
international and
policy committees
• access to ‘invitation
only’ roundtables
with senior
politicians and
government officials

• Scotland-wide
programme
• 10 free events from
50+ Scotland wide
• 30% discount for
- Annual Forum
- Aberdeen Lecture
- Highland and
Islands Awards
• Young Engineering
and Science Club
• Productivity Club

• weekly political
monitoring report
• monthly economic
briefing
• weekly ezine
• quarterly policy
webinar
• access to our expert
policy team

www.scdi.org.uk/join
Subscriptions from our members enable us to
fulfil our core purpose of influencing and
shaping sustainable economic growth in
Scotland. Your subscription is based on a range
of factors including the size of your
organisation. Our membership team would be
delighted to discuss this and other partnership
opportunities with you. SCDI is a not-for-profit
organisation.

membership@scdi.org.uk
0141 243 2667

